HALF HIDDEN FROM THE EYE

With a vast treasure of natural beauty, the district of Goalpara is situated at a distance of 146 km from Guwahati, the capital City of Assam. Inhabited mostly by agrarian population, the district does not have any noticeable industrial and commercial growth. However, extending from the foothills of the Meghalaya up to the south bank of the Brahmaputra, the lush green plains interspersed with hillocks of various heights the district offers an enticing view for those who desire to be away from the madding crowd. The only bottleneck, which keeps the area half hidden from the eye of the outsiders, is the lack of good communication and want of commercial activities. The plains and hills of the district are as if moulded with a human touch. There are large water bodies besides the vast Brahmaputra and its tributaries which add to the scenic beauty of the district. Birds of both indigenous and visiting variety throng these water bodies enthralling the eyes that behold.
The earth here has treasures hidden form the eyes. There are relics unearthed from Sri Surjya pahar, which speak about civilization even 600 years before Christ. The Sri Surjya pahar excavation reveals predominance of Buddhist, Jain and Hindu cultures in the past. 



The district covers an area of 1,832 sq. km. and is bounded by West and East Garo hill districts of the state of Meghalaya on the south and Kamrup district on the East, Dhubri district on the West and the Brahmaputra all along the North. It is located between latitudes 25.53 degree and 26.30 degree North and longitudes 90.07 degree and 91.05 degree East. 

The topography of this district is generally characterised by an almost flat plain except for few low forested hills that breaks the monotony of the terrain. The main hills are Pancharatna, Sri Surya, Tukreswari, Nalonga and Paglartek with elevations ranging from 100 to 500 meters. A significance of the district is the existence of a large number of char (reverine tracts and sandy river island) in the river Brahmaputra. The river Brahmaputra flows East to West on the Northern boundary of the district and the main tributaries are Dudhnoi, Krishnai, Jinjiram and Jinary. Dudhnai and Krishnai rivers originate from hills of Meghalaya, then join each other on the western part of Matia and flow as river Mornoi upto its confluence with the Brahmaputra.The Jinjiram river originates from the Urpod Beel, flows parallel to the Brahmaputra and ultimately joins near South Salmara of Dhubri district. The rivers are all perennial in nature. There are a few other minor streams in the district.

A number of beels (natural lakes) such as Urpod beel, Hashila beel, Kumri beel and Dhamar beel exist in the district besides several other artificial ponds which hold in store captivating natural beauty. There are a number of reserve forests and proposed reserve forests in the district which add to wealth and scenic beauty
The climate in the district is moderate during the winter and hot in summer. Rain makes its first appearance in the month of April with occasional and irregular light showers and at times, heavy down pour followed by cyclonic storm. This irregular rainfall which is due to Northeasterwinds continues upto the end of May . Monsoon rain normally begins from the early part of the month of June and heavy or very heavy rain occurs in the district till the month of September. The maximum temperature is 33 degree Celsius during July and August, and the minimum temperature falls up to 7 degree Celsius in the month of January. During 2002, rainfall of the district was 2424.01 mm. About 80% of rainfall   results from the south west monsoon.
The district is primarily an agrarian district as 90% of the population depends on agriculture for their livelihood. The principal agricultural produce are Paddy, Jute, Green and Black Gram, Potato etc. However, the district is also known for its production of areca nut and banana. A big market of banana has come up at Daranggiri to which businessmen from all over India have been attracted. From this market, bananas are transported to various parts of the country. 

There are two National Highways-- 37 and 51 covering about 85.675 kms and 45 kms. of NEC road run through Goalpara district and connect the same with the rest of Assam. There are 368.966 km. of other PWD roads in the district. The Rail communication and Ferry services are also available in the district.

Located on the  foot hills of Meghalaya and on the bank of the Brahmaputra, Goalpara district is endowed with  scenic beauty. The evergreen forests on low hills with its undulating landscape, if harnessed properly, will attract tourists of all hue to this district. Some of the tourist spots are Hulukanda hill, located at the heart of Goalpara town on the bank of the river Brahmaputra, Sri Surya hill situated about 12 kms. East of Goalpara town, Sri Tukreswari hill situated 25 km. away from Goalpara Town, Paglartek Mandir  at Barbhita, Urpod beel of Agia and  Dhamar beel of Lakhipur. Various kinds of water birds, indigenous and foreign, are found in thousands in the Urpod beel at Agia and Dhamor  beel at Lakhipur. There are some other water bodies such as Hashila beel and Kumri beel near Goalpara town. 
There are also some  religious institutions like Shamrai Satra, Banabashi Than, Dadan mandir, Narashimabari Than, Buraburi Than and Mazars of Muslim saints which have historical importance.



Assam is a land of fairs and festivals. Most of the festivals celebrated in Assam have their roots in the diverse faith and belief of her inhabitants. They reflect the true spirit, tradition and life style of the people of Assam. 


The culture of Goalpara district is a rich tapestry woven with multi colour yarns of heritage of all the races that inhabit the diatrict. The perfect fusion of heritage of tribes and sub-tribes have made Goalpara the home of the most colorful festivals. 


The major festivals celebrated in Goalpara are Bihu, Baishagu, Baikho, and Wangala. However, the people of Goalpara district also celebrate Durga puja, Diwali, Idd, Muharam, the birth and death anniversaries of the Vaishnava saints Sri manta Sankardev and Madhav Dev

Bihu
Rongali Bihu is the most widely participated festival of Assam.People of Assam Irrespective of caste, creed and religion, celebrate Bihu with much pomp and gaiety.Goalpara is no exception. Rangali Bihu, the spring festival is celebrated during mid April . It is a festival of colour, creativity and joy. It marks the beginning of the agricultural season. The mood of spring is celebrated with Bihu dance, one of the unique art forms of India, with the accompaniment of lusty wild beats of the drum along with indigenous instruments like pepa,gagana etc.  Young boys and girls, clad in golden Muga silk, dance to the tune of seductive bihu songs woven around the themes of love and passion. Bihu songs and dance can be a rare treat for strangers visiting this part of the globe.
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Baishagu :

Charming, for its myriad  colour and merriment, Baishagu is generally celebrated by Bodo Kocharis during mid April. It is the most colorful festival of the Bodo tribe. The Bodos also celebrate it as springtime festival at the advent of New Year. The supreme deity ‘Bathou’ or Lord Shiva is worshipped during these days by offering him chicken and rice beer. During the days of festival young boys and girls dance together.
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A scene of Bagurumba Dance

Baikho :

There is another colorful tribe in Assam known as Rabhas, who celebrate a spring festival  in order to appease the goddess of wealth ‘Baikho’.The dance form attached to this festival is called Dhawa (Rabha) Dance.
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Dhawa (Rabha) Dance 




Hamjar Dance of Rabha Tribe
SURYA PAHAR

Sri Suryapahar (26o 5/  N , 90 o 42/ E ), a site famous for archeological remains, lies in the Goalpara district. Composed of 7 (Seven) peaks, spanning over an area of approx. 1400 acres (583.33 Hec) the site also gets the name of “Hateli”, which is located about 13 Kms away from Goalpara town, on the western side. Because of its archeological importance, Archeological Survey of India (ASI) has protected this site of National Importance. It is also a historical site famous for its terracotta, wonderful and exquisite pieces of rock-cut sculpture depicting deities of Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. This combination is a rare phenomenon.

One can get a panoramic view of the Brahmaputra and the confluence of the Dudhnoi and Krishnai rivers near Ujir’s Char village in the northern direction from the Suryapahar. In this site innumerable statues and engraving of idols, Shivalings caressed by streams, Stupas- some as tall as four feet and Caves are found. The ASI started excavation in the site from 1984 and unearthed rock- Votive Stupas on a giant single rock, lord Vishnu with twelve hands, Goddess Durga (Mahisasuramardini), rock cut panel of Vishnu, Hari Hara, Lord Shiva, Jain Tirthankaras, Panchyatna Temple Complex, Water Reservoirs, existence of well constructed pucca structures among others. The excavated sites are believed to be of Post-Gupta Era. As per popular belief, there exist one less than a lakh Shivalingas in total in Surya Pahar, which tragically fails it to claim the place as Kashidham! However Suryapahar may be considered as the second Kashidham.

An ancient Hanuman Temple exists near Surya Pahar and contains ancient idols.A great Mela “Sri Sri Surya Mela”is held every January in the Suryapahar site for three days, starting on Maghi Purnima day. Thousands of devotees and visitors throng there during the period. Visitors from other places including foreigners, visit this famous archeological site. 
According to tradition, the name Sri Suryapahar was derived from the image of Surya Devata (The Sun-God).It is the only site in the entire North-Eastern region where people and the monarchs of the ages belonging to different faiths had perhaps enjoyed a common platform for worshipping their own Gods and Goddesses and Avatars.

SURYA PAHAR

The site has got the distinction of possessing valuable cultural remains of the three important religions of India, i.e. Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism. 
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      Devotee at Sri Surya Pahar Mela 

Buddhist Remains :

The North-East portion of the hill slope has attracted the Buddhist pantheons in the early Christian Era, who have left their creative genius by carving large number of Buddhist votive stupas of different sizes and shapes there.
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On the extreme north east corner on a higher altitude , huge fallen granite boulder was selected for carving three giant stupas, carved in one row ,facing the east. 
The structural feature of the stupas consist of Vedi, Medhi Anda & Harmika which are  distinct but devoid of Chatravali which has now disappeared. The three monolithic stupas are representative of either Dharma, Sangha & Budha or they could b termed as Uddeshika stupa carved in the memory of Lord Buddha.

One votive stupa was discovered in November, 1998. These stupa complexes are provided with a flight of steps alone the slope of the hill, for convenience of the pilgrims and tourists and the courtyard of the complex has also been given appropriate face-lift to keep the surroundings free from the vegetation growth, to keep it neat and tidy. A spring emerges from the upper reaches of the Surya Pahar flowing through the ancient remnants and ultimately kissing the foothills, making it a spectacular spot. Another interesting feature of this stupa complex is that in the 9th-10th century A.D. , when the area was pre-occupied by the followers of Hindu pantheons, attempts were made to carve Siva lingas along with Younipith and channel spout on fallen boulders. Altogether half a dozen Siva lingas  exist .

One Elliptical stupa also carved on a smaller boulder and lying within two huge boulders is an interesting piece of Art, as this elliptical shape is very rare in Eastern India as reported from Langudiin, Jaipur District of Orissa and  dates back to the 1st A.D.
Initiative has been taken for its face-lift and beautification of its surroundings. The discovery of terra-cotta plaques with figure of Buddha in regular excavation and picked up from surface undoubtedly speaks that Buddhism did flourish in lower Brahmaputra valley, specially in and around Surya Pahar during the early part of the Christian Era and continued up to the 10th  Century A.D. In Surya Pahar, operational area of the Buddhists was more, compared to that of Hindus & Jains. The Buddhist remains are also reported from Pancharatna, Barbhita village and Bhaitbari (now in Meghalaya) in the southern Bank of the lower Brahmaputra valley.

Remains of Brahmanical Hinduism :

In the 9th- century A.D. during the rule of the Palas, Hinduism got royal patronage throughout the length and breath of the Brahmaputra Valley (undivided Assam) resulting in large scale artistic activities in the form of Rock-cut sculptures/temples, caves etc.

In the lower region of the fallen boulders of the second spring the activities of the Hindus are reflected in the form of Rock-cut sculptures of Vishnu, Siva, Ganesha , Sivalingas, Harihara Footprints of Vishnu (Vishnupada) Full-blown lotus surrounded by Railing (Chaitya or Altar ) signifying symbolic representation of the Sun God.

One boulder lying in a horizontal fashion in North-South orientation suggest that  the Sculptors of by gone days have taken immense pain and meticulous care to carve sculptures of Vishnu and Siva, three of which are comparatively tattered, existing to the left along with six such sculptures  to the right.

Jain Heritage of Surya-Pahar :

We have got scanty records regarding the prevalence of Jainism in the past throughout the North East region .

It is a very strange phenomenon in the history of Jainism that due to some unknown reason Jainism could not flourish in the vast stretch of the North-East region. Uptill now large numbers of monument sites have been reported from North-East region belonging to Buddhist and Bhahamanical faith vis-à-vis of Tribal Monument and Artefacts but except for the solitary example existing inside the natural caves at Surya Pahar in Goalpara District of Assam no other Jain remains are reported so far. 
Jainism could not get any remarkable footing in the North-East region throughout its long history.  
Thanks to the followers of Rasbhanath who have left their foot prints in the region in the 10th century A.D. by way of carving images of the Tirthankar on the rocks in two separate caves on the south-east corner of the Surya pahar  range of hills.

The Excavated Remains at Surya Pahar :

The archaeological Survey of India, Guwahati Circle has undertaken excavation works in the Surya Pahar area. Two potential mounds are there, one in the southern side of the villages and the other on the southern bank of a Tank close to the newly constructed Museum.
During excavation decorative bricks were found with floral, creeper and Geometric patterns  and Kirtimukha , stylistic peacock tailed frog, terra-cotta plaque with image of the Buddha, Mahisasurmardini , Alas Kannya etc. Stylistically, the terra-cotta plaques may be datable to the Circa 7th – 10th century A.D.
The discovery of one Sivalinga on the north-west corner and a small head of Vishnu with circular halo amply testify that it is the remains of a Hindu Temple complex . However in 1988 one terra cotta plaque (fragment) of a votive stupa part was found in Surya Pahar which has now found its place in the Assam State Museum speaks that the site was equally popular to the Buddhist at least up to the 10th Century A.D.. In November 1998 few fragments of Terra Cotta votive stupa plaque find was reported from a village called Borbhita, 7 K.M. west of Pancharatna and these have close similarity with those discovered at Surya Pahar .
The conservation works of the excavated complex are going on and expected to be completed within a couple of years.
The excavation conducted in February and March 2000 further brought to light a huge compound wall running all around making the temple complex well guarded.
A few architectural fragments are also found in the excavation from the temple complex viz, Kirtimukha, decorative stone pillars etc. 
DADAN HILLOCK 


Dadan hill having a Shiva Temple on its top, was established by DADAN, one of the General of King Bana of Sonitpur. There are some mythological stories reflecting various events on the foot hills of Dadan on the bank of river Dariduri.


It is believed that the General, a devotee of Lord Shiva, killed a wild elephant with his sword on this spot which came often and disturbed him in his meditation, now may be witnessed in the form of a stone (resembling an elephant) which is lying on the bank  of river Dariduri. Thousands of people specially from the tribal, Rabha community gather on the above mentioned spot to worship Lord Shiva , once a year specially in the month of February. The area is thickly forested with rivers and waterfalls inhabited by people of the Rabha community. Besides the religious aspect the entire area is rich in scenic beauty.

The turbulent rivers, the mystic blue hills, the savage terrains and serene countryside beckon the adventures. 

The hills of Goalpara district particularly Rakhyashini, Tukreswary. are attractive for those who would love trekking and rock climbing. The monkey of Trukreswari hills who are never daunted even by arms and uniforms would offer funny pranks to the visitors to the temple and the hill.One should not be surprised seeing them pose elegantly before a camera. These hills are also unique in structure to provide an idea and experience to the learners of rock climbing. 

MAJAR - SHARIF  OF PIR SAHEB
The MAJAR - SHARIF   of Sufi Saint Shah Sayed Nasiruddin Kaderi, commonly known as "BAGDADI" is situated at Jaleswar-Katarihara , 60 km away from Goalpara Town by road. The saint is said to have come from Bagdad, capital of Iraq and therefore he was called Bagdadi. 

On the 8th day of Assamese calendar month "Magh" coinciding with 21st January, each year, thousands of people cutting across religious faiths from different parts of Assam and West Bengal congregate at this Majar sharif to participate in the "UROS MUBARAK" - death anniversary of the spiritual leader and seek his blessings. 
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PIR MAJHAR 
The "MAJHAR" (tomb) of Hazarat Sayed Abul Kasem Kharasani, situated at the heart of Goalpara town, is a place much revered by the people of all religious faiths. It is the practice of both Muslims and Hindus of Goalpara to offer money and candle and pray for fulfilment of  desire and seek blessing from the Pir Saheb. Every year the "UROS-MUBARAK" - death anniversary of the Pir is observed at the "MAJHAR-SARIF" on the 21st day of lunar calendar month of "Safar". People coming across of all religious belief throng in thousands to participate in the "UROS". 
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It is said that the Pir lived a long life of about 150 years and died at Goalpara in the year 1896 AD.

SRI SRI SHYAMRAI SATRA

The Shyamrai Satra the center of Vaishnavite culture and religion was established in the centre of the town, Goalpara about 366 years ago. 

Since then, the Satra has been continuing upholding vashnavite culture. Regular “NAM PRASANGA” etc. are held systematically with the observance of the religious festivals every year.

One of the very important aspects of the Satra is that the Satra authority has preserved the “ASTHI” (a piece of bone) of Sri Manta Sankardeva which is exhibited in the Satra campus during Sankar Jayanti period i.e., in the month of Sukla Dasami (during September- October)

SRI SRI CHAITANYA GAUDIYA MATH

Sri Sri Chaitanya Gaudiya Math was established at Goalpara in the year 1969 in order to protect, preserve and expand Sri Krishna Chaitanya culture in the area on a plot of land at the center of the town. Regular puja Sangkirtan etc. are held in the Math regularly. A large numbers of devotees from different parts visit the Math regularly. During some important annual festival devotees from different part of the country including foreigners attend the Math.
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SRI SRI CHAITANYA GAUDIYA MATH

BURABURI THAN, MOTHERTOLA

BuraBuri Than located on the bank of the River Brahmaputra near Jaleswar is a prominent religious spot. The than, which stands as a symbol of National Integration since people from all groups i.e., Hindu, Muslim etc. participate in the religious function here. Long years ago the “RAKHAL” (Cow boys) used to take “PAYAS” (Milk made rice) as “PRASAD” regularly which was offered to them by Bura Buri (an Old man and an Old Woman) As the myth goes the said Bura buri turned into stone.
SRI SRI JOYBHUM KAMAKHYA
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Out of 51 “SAKTI STHAL” of Hinduism covering India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Srilanka and Nepal Sri Sri Joybhum Kamakhya is one of the Saktisthals located in this district on the bank of the river Brahmaputra at a distance of about 50 Km from Goalpara Town. Originally the area was predominated by tribal population and Puja in tribal custom is offered to the Goddess regularly. Devastating earthquake in the 17th century caused great damage to the temple. However, the Zamindar of Meshpara reconstructed the temple The temple is located at the top of a hillock and its natural scenery of the spot as a whole is matchless. There is a Shiva temple also by the side of the Joybhum Kamakhya Temple. Devotees from different parts of India assemble in the temple during the festival in the month of October every year for offering puja to the Goddess of Power.

NANDESWAR DEVALAYA

Nandeswar Devalaya is one of the oldest devalayas (Shiva Temple) established on the top of Nandeswar hill which stands by the side of river Dudhnoi. There is reason to believe that the temple was established in the 10th or 11th century AD. Shivaratri, Durga Puja and Dol jatra festivals are celebrated in the temple.
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Way to Nandeswar Hill Top

TUKRESWARI

Tukreswari Temple is also a famous religious spot located by the side of National Highways 37 at Tukura about 15 KM from Goalpara Town. As per religious faith a portion of (TUKURA) the Goddess Sati fell in this place and therefore the temple is known as Tukreswari. Two temples are there at the top of Tukreswari hill , one is a Shiva Temple and the other is known as JOYA- VIJOYA. Temple. 
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Due to reasons already mentioned above Goalpara is an unseen area for many even from Assam. With a bit of finer touch, this place, rich in culture, heritage and natural beauty can be converted to a much sought after tourist attraction. 

















































































